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1936 to 1947 
Historians: Hattie Kelly Thomas, A; Louise Neely Stewart, YY 

Dear Pearl: 

The 1936 convention began unofficially when Genevieve Steele Leib, XX, national 

editor; Dorothy Williamson Crook, NN, registrar; and Louise Stewart, YY, chaplain; met 

in front of the famous Zephyr in Chicago's Union Station. But the fourth member of this 

group, Evelyn G. Bell, ITIT, vice president, was nowhere in sight. 

It began to appear as though the train would be well into Wisconsin before Miss Bell 

could change from the Michigan Avenue station to the Union - in 20 minutes. But 

miracles do happen. The renowned Zephyr, never late and always leaving on the dot, 

was actually held 10 minutes to accommodate the "tall blonde" whom the Burlington 

representative ascertained had arrived somewhere in Chicago at least. 

In Minneapolis the women were greeted by a Northern Pacific official, who trans-

ferred them to the Greyhound Bus Line. The bus was waiting and had been waiting 

until the less-renowned passengers were definitely in the comment-making stage. It was 

expected that Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, president; Elizabeth Bird Small, IIll, finance chair-

man; and Polly Smelser Schlosser, BB, treasurer, would already be there. 

The bus continued to wait in its hot shed while frantic telephone calls were made in 

the Twin Cities. The absentees were located finally at the St. Paul station and arrange-

ments were made to meet them at a gas station in Minneapolis. The bus started - to the 

relief of the cross and hot passengers - and reached the gas station.Just as the weary 

driver was pulling away from the station, into view came the promised taxi. 

Amid cheers, the three, with their luggage, were stowed away in the crowded bus 

where the seven Alpha Sigma Alphas took turns using the seats available for them 

during the three-hour trip to Pequot. With their three or four bags each, plus the usual 

typewriters, the hungry, disheveled group eventually reached the hotel where the first 

arrival, Leona Wilcox, II, secretary, welcomed them. 

Fondly, 

Hattie Kelly Thomas, A 

Historian, 1932-1938 



1936 to 1937 
Sorority heads II up north" 
A special car from Chicago and all other known means of conveyance transported the 

Alpha Sigma Alphas to Pequot, Minn., for the 1936 national convention. Five miles from 

there, at Breezy Point Lodge on Big Pelican Lake, they spent Aug. 17 to 21. 

As the delegates arrived for breakfast on Monday morning, it was reported that: 

ALMOST EVERYONE 

Had wrinkles in her clothes. 

Had knees that shook. 

Wanted a swim. 

Looked like someone you knew. 

Knew one song. 

Wanted a new piece of jewelry. 

and that: 

WE ALL; 

Had huge appetites. 

Envied Kappa Kappa's report. 

Had at least one beauty queen. 

Liked our convention headquarters. 

Envied Mrs. Sharp for her poise. 

Small pelicans were the symbols on the 1936 convention badges, made in the same style 

as those of the two preceding conventions. Programs were bright red, tied in white, with a 

white ribbon run beneath the coat-of-arms on the cover. 

Although business sessions continued for five days, there were ample opportunities 

between them for delegates and visitors to meet and get to know one another. 

Included among the many special events were the sectional dinner and program the first 

evening; the alphabet luncheon where members sat with those of their own last initial; the 

sports dinner, songfest and minstrel show of the following day; Wednesday's national officer 

luncheon; the sports carnival; the college night dinner; conventions past dinner and Alpha 

Sigma Alpha's Pageant of Progress on Thursday; and the installation of officers tea on the 

lawn and formal banquet of the final day, Friday. 

At the Wednesday luncheon a convention custom was begun of having councilors act 

as hostesses to delegates who held or had held the chapter offices they supervised. Decora-

tions appropriate to each office were found on each table. 

At the conventions past dinner, guests were seated at tables according to the number of 

conventions they had attended. Programs bore block prints of designs reminiscent of the 

first conventions attended by the delegates. The pageant after it was written and directed 

by Thelma Stortz, KK, and showed episodes in the sorority's history. 

"I worked on the paper. 11 

At the 1936 convention, AIA Antics came forth as a three-column paper, still mimeo-

graphed, but legibly and neatly, and with printed headings. Under the leadership of Gen-

evieve Steele Leib, XX, national editor, the staff worked into the wee hours for each issue. 

In fact, on returning to Chicago, when one of its staff was asked why she looked as if she 
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needed two vacations, she had only to reply; "I worked on the paper." 

All the knitters had finished their dresses in time to roll into the convention luggage, so 

it was recorded in the Antics that there were "Plenty of Knits, and plenty of Wits - But 

no Nitwits - (we hope) ." Another episode recorded by this famous sheet was the way to 

eliminate an adviser from one's harassing moments. 

Leontine Rylko, Mu Mu delegate, who had the opening prayer one morning, absent-mind-

edly locked Miss Musolf in her room before leaving for the meeting. By the time the hotel 

answered that lady's S.O.S., the prayer was over. 

Significant legislation of the 1936 convention may be summarized as follows: 

1. Since the opinions of two different lawyers on incorporation conflicted, it was 

voted that the sorority rescind its original motion of 1934 to incorporate and table 

the matter until it should be decided to reconsider it. 

2. It was decided that the time was not appropriate for a national philanthropic proj-

ect, and that chapters should be encouraged to work through local projects. 

3. The ritual used in the memorial service at the 1936 convention was adopted as the 

national ritual for that service. 

4. Slight changes were made in the arrangements for sorority examinations, the most 

notable being the elimination of the second- and third-year examinations in favor 

of a program of sorority study outlined by the national chairman. 

Attendance at the Breezy Point convention was officially listed as national council: nine; 

national committee chairmen: three; collegiate chapter advisers: five; collegiate chapter del-

egates: 24; alumnae chapter delegates: 15; visiting members: 42; for a total of 98. 

The special Pullman was waiting on the Pequot siding that Friday evening, or rather Sat-

urday morning - Pequot was one of those middle-of-the-night stops - for the tired but still 

noisy Alpha Sigma Alphas. In assorted costumes ranging from formals to pajamas, they piled 

themselves into uppers, lowers and aisles. 

One little delegate had to enter via the milk car, with the cans of the Minnesota farmers, 

because by the time she said that last farewell to the nice college boy bellhop, the train had 

moved so that another train hindered the usual means of passenger entrance. 

The last picture that came to the weary councilors who stood on the station platform 

was that of the transportation manager, Carol Pierce, rr, being scooped up by the strong 

arms of an obliging brakeman. The train left a half-second sooner than Travel Bureau Carol 

had anticipated. 

Tribute to the founders 
Shortly after the 1936 convention, Alpha Sigma Alphas from coast to coast joined in 

spirit to pay tribute to the five founders of the sorority Nov. 14.To commemorate the 35th 

anniversary of the sorority's founding, a lovely marble bench and birdbath were unveiled on 

the campus of the Farmville, Va., State Teachers College. 



On the platform adjacent to the memorial were two of the founders, Louise Cox Carper 

and Juliette Hundley Gilliam; Dr.Joseph Jarman, president of the college; Evelyn G. Bell, IIII, 

national president; and Susan Lane, president of Alpha Chapter. 

It was impressive indeed to see the entire membership of Alpha Chapter, dressed in 

white, group themselves as a unit to the left of the memorial and sing the opening song, 

"Faith of Our Founders." Susan Lane then introduced Evelyn Bell, who outlined the respon-

sibilities and possibilities vested in Alpha Sigma Alpha. 

"It is with feelings of deep humility and reverence that I share in the commemoration of 

the memorial to the five founders of the Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority," said Evelyn Bell. 

"On this 35th anniversary of the founding of our sorority on the Farmville campus, we 

see the past in retrospect, we are more keenly conscious of the present, and we look toward 

the future with its even greater opportunities for service .... 

"We, of Alpha Sigma Alpha, can pay no greater tribute to the founders of our sorority 

than our tribute to 35 years of memorable history, which they made possible. They founded 

Alpha Sigma Alpha on the ideals which were inspiring; they founded Alpha Sigma Alpha on 

standards which were timeless; they founded Alpha Sigma Alpha with a purpose which was 

challenging - and years, 35 years, have proved the strength of that foundation . .. . 

"Today as we meet here to honor the five girls who were responsible for the founding of 

Alpha Sigma Alpha, we would also pay tribute to the alma mater of our Alpha Chapter for 

whom we have a deep and abiding affection. 

"It is significant that Farmville, officially known as the mother of the teachers college, 

should also be the birthplace of four national sororities. . . . So on behalf of Alpha Sigma 

Alpha, we dedicate this memorial to the founders of our sorority, to Virginia Lee Boyd,Juliette 

Jefferson Hundley, Mary Williamson Hundley, Louise Burks Cox and Calva Hamlet Watson. 

"We would also rededicate ourselves to carry forward in the spirit of our founders that 

Alpha Sigma Alpha may continue to live and grow in meaning and in service to its mem-

bers and to society as a whole. We present this memorial to Dr. 0oseph] Jarman, president 

of the Farmville State Teachers College, with the hope that it may symbolize Alpha Sigma 

Alpha's ever present desire to keep faith with her founders as well as with the place of 

her founding." 

Nancy Burgwyn, A - daughter of the late Louise Baskerville Burgwyn Morris, an early 

Alpha - unveiled the memorial and revealed the bench that bears this inscription: 

ALPHA SIGMA ALPHA 

founded 

November 15, 1901 

State Normal School 

Farmville, Virginia 

Erected 1936 

FOUNDERS 

Virginia Lee Boyd 

Juliette J Hundley 

Mary W. Hundley 

Louise Burks Cox 

Galva Hamlet Watson 

To commemorate the 35th 
anniversary of the sorority's 
founding, a marble birdbath 
and bench were presented 
to Longwood College 
Nov. 14, 1936. 
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And in the world ... 

Dec. 21, 1937 
Disney releases "Snow 
White and the Seven 
Dwarfs," the first ani-
mated feature film. 

Kraft macaroni and 
cheese is available at 
supermarkets. That same 
year the supermarket 
shopping cart makes its 
debut. Coincidence? 

76 1936 to 1947 

In accepting the memorial on behalf of the college, Dr. Jarman mentioned that he. had 

been installed as president only three months after Alpha Sigma Alpha had been organized. 

After Dr. Jarman's talk, the program was concluded with the Alpha Sigma Alpha Creed 

and the song first chosen by the founders as theirs: "Blest Be the Tie That Binds." 

A tea and a banquet completed the celebration. Also at the ceremony were Margaret Pat-

terson Martz; Edna Elcan Jones, first grand president, and her two daughters of Alpha, Mary 

and Pauline, Mildred Booker Dillard, Alice Baskerville, Mary Berkley Nelson, Ruth Ford, Dor-

othy Legare, Mary Elizabeth Alexander, Cornelia Quarles, Susie Webb, Martha Wells Catlin, 

Mattie Smith Sydnor, Katherine Watkins,Jancy Dodd Smith, Dorothy Justis, Sallie Perrow and 

Katherine Young. 

Chi Chi reinstalled 
On Dec. 12, 1936, installation services were held in Muncie, Ind., for the new Chi Chi 

Chapter, which had been pledged the preceding May. Installing officers were Evelyn G. Bell, 

TITI, president, and Genevieve Steele Leib, XX, national editor. 

1937 to 1938 
Council convenes in Chicago 
Aug. 14-17, 193 7, the national council met at the Drake Hotel, Chicago. Evelyn G. Bell, TITI, 

president, reporting on the general condition of the sorority, described it as "Not good and 

yet not bad .... Our alumnae membership is responding to stimulation ... we may indeed be 

proud of the gradual growth of our alumnae organization .... 

"For many years Alpha Sigma Alpha has been desirous of having an active interest in 

a philanthropic project. This year . . . in cooperation with the Assistance League, Alpha 

Sigma Alpha is sponsoring a camp for underprivileged girls. The national sorority has 

contributed $300 to this undertaking and members of Xi Xi Chapter are acting as vol-

unteer counselors .... " 

Evelyn Bell also reported that for the first time since the reorganization, the national 

editor has had the assistance of a national alumnae chairman. 

Continuing the policy of encouraging alumnae attendance at national conventions by 

financial aid, national council decided that any alumnae chapter chartered in the interim 

between conventions would be eligible to hotel expenses for one accredited delegate if it 

had paid at least $10 in life membership fees during that period. 

Naming chapters 
Other significant business during the national council meeting that August included how 

future chapters should be named. Since the entire Greek alphabet had been used for chap-

ter names using the double-letter system, and the Miami convention had ruled that only 

the reorganization chapters should bear the letter Alpha, the council decreed that the next 



chapter should be christened Beta Gamma, and each subsequent chapter bear the letter 

Beta followed by the Greek letter next after that received by the last chapter installed. 

AES, N PC meet 
Two meetings held that fall were of great significance for Alpha Sigma Alpha. The Asso-

ciation of Education Sororities and the National Panhellenic Congress both met Oct. 14-16. 

From NPC came the statement: "The Committee on Eligibility and Nationalization of 

Social Groups agree not to enter fields already occupied by the Association of Education 

Sororities, and agree to consider as the field of the Association of Education Sororities the 

institutions accredited by the American Association ofTeachers Colleges." 

Further, "The Committee on Eligibility and Nationalization of Social Groups recommends 

that NPC go on record as approving a cooperative, nongoverning affiliation with the Wom-

en's Professional Panhellenic Association, the Association of Education Sororities, and simi-

lar National Associations in the collegiate field. It is recommended that the objective of such 

an affiliation be to further the welfare of fraternity women by giving greater emphasis and 

more widespread recognition to fraternity standards, and safeguard and point the direction 

of future fraternity life in the education system. 

"It is further recommended that the Committee on Eligibility and Nationalization of 

Social Groups be authorized to complete details of such an organization and report same to 

the next Panhellenic Congress." 

Beta Gamma, Beta Delta installed 
The fall of 1937 also marked the installation, on Nov. 20, of Beta Gamma Chapter, North-

eastern State Teachers College at Tahlequah, Okla. Polly Smelser Schlosser, BB, treasurer, and 

Esther Bucher, HH, secretary, were in charge of the ceremonies. 

Another chapter joined Beta Gamma on the Alpha Sigma Alpha roll May 21, 1938, when 

Sigma Beta Sorority of Mississippi Southern College in Hattiesburg became Beta Delta Chap-

ter. Polly Schlosser was the installing officer. 

The History 77 



Louise Neely Stewart, YY 
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1938 to 1939 
Dear Pearl: 

The 15th national convention was held "in the Western way" in Yellowstone National 

Park Aug. 22-26, 1938. In spite of headquarters being at the Lake Hotel, before the week 

ended, Canyon and Old Faithful hotels had also been used. Easterners, arriving at Cody, 

Wyo., had luncheon at the inn there, and after experiencing the splendor of the Cody 

Road Shoshone Canyon, reached the Lake Hotel in time for dinner. 

The arrival was definitely in the grand manner, for only those who have seen Alpha 

Sigmas arrive en masse know the deluge that suddenly descends upon the bellboys, ele-

vator operators and hotel clerks. The various impediments having been sought, claimed 

and stowed away, everyone was more than ready for the sectional dinner supervised by 

Tau Tau. 

Fondly, 

Louise N Stewart, YY 

Historian, 1938-1958 

Sectional dinner kicks off convention 
Alpha Sigma Alphas descended on Yellowstone National Park for convention Aug. 22-26, 

1938. Everyone gathered that first evening for the sectional dinner. 

The Eastern Seaboard, South, East Central, South Central, Midwest and Western Divi-

sions vied with each other in their attractive decorations appropriate to the section. The 

Southerners had a plantation and cotton; the Westerners, a Mexican atmosphere. The South 

Central group featured Indians and wild West shows, while the East Central contingent 

reminded everyone of the 150th anniversary celebration of the founding of the Northwest 

Territory a la covered wagons. 

The Indianapolis speedway lured the central states' inhabitants; and the Easterners por-

trayed a factory evidently the communal seat of Boston Beans, Pittsburgh Steel and Plate 

Glass, and Philadelphia Textile . 

A quick change to correct garb, and all were ready for Denver's Ranch Round-up where 

guests were divided for dances by the signs of various ranches. 

Galloping in the halls 
In spite of such a strenuous opening day, nearly everyone was up for the early morning 

pledge service. It will be remembered, however, that Paul Revere had nothing on the Alpha 

Sigma Alphas. Mary Margaret Schroer, MM, and Margaret Houston, IIII, galloped down the 

halls and awakened everyone. Betty Jo Coulter was repledged to Eta Eta Chapter, making 

this ceremony more than a model service. 



Continuing the special events was the special Western luncheon at Lake Lodge. Place 

cards were pieces of bark and guests were seated alphabetically. 

Preceding the dance that evening was the "rush party dinner" at which Eta Eta, Alpha 

Beta, Pi Pi, Alpha Gamma, Gamma Gamma, Kappa Kappa and Chi Chi chapters "rushed" the 

remainder of the convention. Unique table decorations were of types that might later be 

used for campus rush parties. The entertainment pooled by the rushing groups also was 

fertile with ideas for the future. 

Continuing the custom begun at the 1936 convention, at the next day's luncheon each 

national councilor was hostess to her present or former understudies at a specially deco-

rated table. 

The memorial service, a college night dinner in the football style and model initiation 

were other events on Wednesday. For the first time in many years, no pledges found it pos-

sible to reach Yellowstone for their initiation. Hence,Virginia Wells, Br, and Ruth Martin, B11, 

delegates from the newest chapters, acted as initiates. 

The following day, from breakfast until the formal banquet, conventioneers explored the 

park. They lunched at the Grand Canyon Hotel and arrived at the Old Faithful Inn just in 

time for the eruption of the famous geyser. Irons were at a premium as formals were hur-

riedly unpacked and everyone dashed for the last "big" event. "Without constancy there is 

neither love nor friendship," read the toast program, whose theme was "faithfulness." 

The farewell event was a "boots and saddle luncheon," where place cards were hand-

painted cowboys with trousers of real fur. Members of the national council for 1938-1941 

were installed at the service immediately afterward. 

With bags bulging with convention souvenirs - including copies of ALA Antics, the 

convention newspaper - the various delegates then doffed their badges and set out for 

their usual worlds via park buses and the evening train. 

Badges for this convention, though no more attractive than previously, were a bit more 

sophisticated. The white name card on a red back bore a printed Alpha Sigma Alpha pin, 

while ribbons of the delegate's symbolic color had printed in gold "15th Biennial Conven-

tion, Alpha Sigma Alpha," and "Yellowstone National Park, Aug. 22-26, 1938." 

And most conspicuous in the souvenir loot was the official program, covered with shiny 

red paper bearing a small coat-of-arms stamped in gold and tied with white cord. 

Triennial conventions 
Though fellowship is always an important objective of any convention, there is always 

important business to be transacted, and 1938 had its share. The most significant con-

vention action was the decision to change to a three-year plan, embracing a triennial 

national convention with inspections and province conventions at three-year intervals in 

the interim. 

A step for which the sorority had long waited and now could take financially was that of 
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And in the world ... 

June 25, 1938 
The first minimum wage 
is set at 25 cents per hour. 
It mandates a 44-hour 
work week. 
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And in the world ... 

Oct. 25, 1939 
Nylon stockings are sold 
in the United States. 

President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt moves Thanksgiving 
from the last Thursday 
in November to the third 
Thursday in an attempt 
to boost sales during the 
Christmas retail season. In 
1941, Congress changes 
the date to the fourth 
Thursday. 

In 1939, Minnie M. Shockley, 

rr, celebrated 30 years as 

a teacher at Northwestern 

State College in Alva, Okla. 

She served nationally as rit-

ualist, 1917-1922; vice pres-

ident, 1922-1930; and AES 

representative, 1930-1932. 
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making one member of the national council a full-time, paid officer. 

It was decided that she should be known as the education director, with duties "to pro-

mote chapter development, supervise college inspections and alumnae chapter visits, act 

as extension officer, supervise the college chapter officers of collegiate representative and 

chaplain, investigate and recommend the philanthropic activities of the sorority, act as AES 

representative, and represent the sorority at other fraternal and educational conferences." 

Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, was the sorority's first education director. 

Alumnae committee work was divided between an alumnae editor, charged with collect-

ing alumnae news, and an alumnae organizer to work with the vice president and educa-

tion director to promote the general alumnae welfare. Changes necessary to care for these 

innovations were made in the national constitution and bylaws. 

Beta Epsilon installed 
The next year, 1939, featured Alpha Sigma Alpha events in varied sections of the United 

States. On April 23, Psi Psi Chapter dedicated its new lodge at Natchitoches, La. On May 13, 

attention focused on Harrisonburg, Va., where Beta Epsilon Sorority was installed as Beta 

Epsilon Chapter. National officers present were Evelyn G. Bell, IHI, president, and Wilma 

Wilson Sharp, ZZ, education director. 

A few days later, May 20, the local sorority Delta Phi at Ypsilanti, Mich., merged with 

Mu Mu Chapter. Evelyn Bell was in charge of the ceremonies at which 41 alumnae and 10 

collegiate members of Delta Phi were initiated into Alpha Sigma Alpha. 

1939 to 1940 
Gamma Gamma honors Minnie Shockley 
While all campuses were busy with thoughts of football and homecomings, warm con-

gratulations went from many Alpha Sigma Alphas to Northwestern State College at Alva, 

Okla. On Nov. 18, Gamma Gamma Chapter honored its own Minnie M. Shockley on her 

30th anniversary as a teacher at Northwestern.Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, education director, 

represented the national council. 

A letter dated April 5, 1940, announced to the sorority's membership the affiliation of 

Alpha Sigma Alpha with the Women's Professional Panhellenic Association. This in no way 

altered the classification of Alpha Sigma Alpha. The national council took the action with 

the expectation that another avenue for growth and service might be furnished. 

Regionals a reality 
The five long-planned for, long-awaited regional meetings also highlighted 1940. Nearly 

l00Westerners opened the series with an enthusiastic gathering at Denver's Cosmopolitan 

Hotel April 6-7. Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, Mary Mae Paul, TT, Polly Smelser Schlosser, BB, and 

Marie Brunsman Berry, AB, represented the national councilors and committee chairmen. 



The Los Angeles delegation, which drove 2,600 miles to attend, demonstrated that it 

required more than Colorado mountain snows to . keep real Alpha Sigma Alphas from 

such events. 

The following weekend, April 13-14, 110 enthusiastic members gathered at the Wardman 

Park Hotel in Washington, D. C. This region was honored by the attendance of Evelyn G. Bell, 

ITIT, president, and a carload of Indianapolis alumnae, including Genevieve Steele Lieb, XX, 

national editor, and Marie Rauh Kingdon, XX, Cleveland regional director. 

National council met the week of July 15 at Lake Wawasee, Ind. Like true disciples 

of "progressive education," the council termed this conference a "workshop" in which 

plans for the new sorority year were formulated. Included among these was the magazine 

subscription service. 

1940 to 1941 
Members meet at regionals 
On a beautiful fall weekend, 105 Alpha Sigma Alphas convened Oct. 5-6 at the Hotel 

Muehlebach, Kansas City, Mo. Region III claimed the presence of two national councilors -

Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, and Esther Bucher, HH - and two national chairmen - Nell Mar-

tindale Kuchs, <t><t>, and Helen Block Bradley, ITIT. 

Minnie Shockley, rr, Ethel Hook, AB, and advisers of the college chapters in the region 

were special guests. Deans ofWomen from Alpha Sigma Alpha colleges in the region joined 

the sorority at the formal banquet. 

The next weekend members from New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois 

trekked to the Hotel Cleveland in Ohio. Although "things" did not officially begin until noon 

on Saturday, many decided to make it a real weekend and began arriving soon after dinner 

Friday evening. Apparently remembering the old proverb about a "bird in the hand;' Grace 

Fultz Haworth, ~~, formerly national treasurer, promptly registered them. 

Ruth Duffey, AA, formerly national treasurer and national chaplain, also was present.You 

might recall that as a charter member of Alpha Alpha, Miss Duffey had been a delegate 

to the historic Miami convention. Hence, her experiences made her admirably qualified to 

speak that afternoon on "Reminiscences of A'i.A." 

Evelyn G. Bell, ITIT, and Genevieve Steele Leib, XX, represented the national council, 

while Sally Baxter Horter, NN, alumnae editor, and Louise Neely Stewart, YY, historian, rep-

resented the national chairmen. Several visitors, in their excitement at renewing friend-

ships, overlooked the registration desk, but more than 100 had some contact with this 

regional meeting. 

Perhaps more than any other regional, the Cleveland meeting emphasized the strength 

and interest of Alpha Sigma Alpha's alumnae. Only four active chapters - Chi Chi, Mu Mu, 

Alpha Gamma and Pi Pi - were in this district, yet alumnae were present not only from 

these chapters but also from the five inactive or closed Ohio chapters. 

And in the world ... 

1940 
The first xerographic 
(copy) machine is 
designed. 

The Rh factor in human 
blood is discovered. 
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In many respects (at least from the alumnae viewpoint) it was an alumnae gathering. 

When, at midnight, the Oxford, Canton and Columbus alumnae chapters held an open 

house pajama party in the suite of the Cleveland alumnae, it was the alumnae who espe-

cially enjoyed this collegiate activity. 

Beta Zeta, Beta Eta installed 
Four regions had convened with the theme "Forward, Alpha Sigma Alpha," but region Iv, 

meeting at the Roosevelt Hotel in New Orleans Nov. 2-3, actually "went forward" with the 

addition of a new chapter. Thirty-nine actives and alumnae of Zeta Delta Phi were initiated 

and installed as Beta Zeta Chapter at Southwestern Louisiana Institute in Lafayette. 

Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, and Genevieve Steele Leib, XX, represented the national council 

in the installation ceremonies, which formed the major part of the program of this regional. 

Manette Swett, 'I''I', directed the meeting. 

In Febmary 1941 both Beta Beta and Gamma Gamma celebrated their silver anniversa-

ries with appropriate ceremonies. 

On May 17, 1941, Beta Eta Chapter - the first Alpha Sigma Alpha chapter in the Dakotas -

was installed at State Teachers College, Dickinson, N.D. Mrs. Sharp, Mrs. Leib and Polly Smelser 

Schlosser, BB, were present. 

Then, as a last-minute thrill before the 40th anniversary convention of that summer, came 

the pledging on June 15 of Beta Theta Chapter at Central Michigan College of Education in 

Mount Pleasant. The president of this group, Nora Sheehy, was initiated at the convention in 

August, as were Ruth Werner, Ar, Ada Joan Schendoah, Br, and Barbara Huffman, HH. 

1941 to 1942 
At 40, war is in the air 
The 1941 convention Aug. 4-8 was memorable for many reasons. First, it commemorated 

the 40th birthday of the sorority, and the delegates were greatly honored to have with 

them founder Louise Cox Carper. A Chicago studio recorded Mrs. Carper telling the story 

of Alpha Sigma Alpha's early days to new initiate Nora Sheehy, B0, so that members might 

always hear of those days from the lips of one who was there. 

Second, August 1941 was but a few months before the bombing of Pearl Harbor. War was 

in the air, and the conclave was designated as the "All-American Convention." In the national 

president's call to convention, she said, "It will amalgamate the standards of Alpha Sigma 

Alpha with the American Way of the pursuit of happiness." The delegate 's theme song was 

"An All American: " 

"You may have an All American gal, 

Who'll excel in anything she might endeavor 

But1'll take an 'Alpha Sig'for a pal, 

And I know I have a loyal friend forever. 



We may talk all night long of the merits of the two 

And it's Alpha Sig for me, 

All American for you. 

There's no reason why we should argue again, 

Ev'ry Alpha Sig's an All American." 

Finally, there were to be no more national or regional gatherings of 

Alpha Sigma Alpha until Adolf Hitler and the Japanese could be van-

quished and a righteous, happy peace again established. Clever place 

cards, bridge and lavish banquets were soon to give way to war bond 

displays, surgical dressing tables and rationed food. 

Perhaps it was the tension in the air that made everyone try so hard 

to make those days so enjoyable for everyone else. SurelyThe Edgewa-

ter Beach Hotel, Chicago, provided an ideal setting for any program 

that might be desired. 
Members of the 1941-1946 council are, front from left: Gen-

"The Chicago Gang," alias the Chicago alumnae, officially wel-

comed the delegates at a luncheon well decorated with Uncle Sam 

hats, information on the use of the flag and the national colors. 

evieve Steele Leib, XX, Phoenix editor; Wilma Wilson Sharp, 

ZZ, president; and Marie Brunsman Berry, AB, registrar. 

Middle, from left: Evelyn G. Bell, IIII, alumnae director, 

and Katherine M. Hale, 00, treasurer. Back, from left: Polly 

Smelser Schlosser, BB, vice president, and Esther Bucher, 

Other special events included the traditional regional dinner; a 

stunt show with the sophisticated title "Alpha Sigma Theatre Guild 

HH, secretary. 

Presents"; a "night owl's spree"; the Panhellenic luncheon where members of other sorori-

ties were guests; the sports program and the A:[A Play Day Dinner (nearly 20 found sight-

seeing at Marshall Field's their favorite sport); and a "seeing Chicago" bus ride in the usual 

tourist manner. 

Up late with the soldiers 
The outstanding events, however, were a visit to a broadcast of the Breakfast Club of the 

Air at the National Broadcasting Co. studios in the Merchandise Mart and the influx of the 

Army from Fort Sheridan. Delegates were willing to arise extra early (almost with the sun) 

to visit the former and to stay up extra late with the soldiers. 

Fortunately, however, the soldiers came on Tuesday night, and the Breakfast Club was 

not until Thursday morning.Yet sleepiness is cumulative at Alpha Sigma Alpha conventions. 

Nevertheless, when Sidney Gremillion, 'l"I', spoke over the air for the group, one could 

never have guessed the length of time the convention had been in session. All college girls 

and most alumnae were still going strong. 

Typical of the thought of that year was the address on Tuesday afternoon by Lee Fairchild 

Bacon, dean of women at Marshall College. Dean Bacon told of the plans then in action at 

Marshall to care for the demands already created by the international situation. She stressed 

the need psychologically for college girls to feel that they were "doing something." 
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Although the visit of a selected group of trainees in the preparedness program that 

evening had social reasons, the presence of men in uniform intensified the feeling that soon 

American girls, too, would experience war. 

"Our Democratic Heritage" was the theme of the formal banquet on Thursday evening, 

during which Mrs. Carper cut a huge birthday cake. There were 40 red candles - one for 

each table. Four red candles stood on star holders at the four points of the shield. The year 

"40" was marked with red letters on each candle. 

The programs were white with printing and cord in red, white and blue. The coat-of-

arms, printed in blue in the upper left corner, was outlined with a frame of red. For the 

toasts, the cornerstones of democracy were featured: opportunity, persistence, loyalty and 

unity. The group closed the 40th birthday banquet by singing "The Star Spangled Banner." 

President full time, paid 
At the 1941 convention, for the first time, each delegate and officer was given a bound 

copy of the convention reports to which could later be added the mimeographed pro-

ceedings of the convention. From this file we read that the following important decisions 

were made: 

1. The national president was made a full-time, paid officer, and to her duties were 

added those of directing collegiate and alumnae chapter inspections, acting as 

extension officer, representing the sorority at AES and other fraternal and educa-

tional conferences, and supervising the work of chapter chaplains. 

2. Supervision of sorority examinations was given to the national registrar. 

3. A director of alumnae activities was created to have charge of all alumnae chapter 

presidents, supervising the work of the alumnae organizer, alumnae editor and 

loyalty committees and cooperating with the national vice president in carrying 

out a national philanthropic project. 

4. Minor changes were made in the work of the fellowship chairman in that she was 

authorized to hold all notes and to collect all monies due the fund . 

5. The office of education director was eliminated. 

6. A national paraphernalia chairman and a national magazine subscription chairman 

were created. 

7. Minor changes were made in financial policies with respect to installation dues and 

the method of obtaining money for the fellowship fund. 

8. The Wilma Wilson Sharp Alumnae award was created, its nucleus being the $150 

remaining after the liquidation of Lambda Lambda Chapter. The Columbus Alum-

nae Chapter had tried to give the money to Mrs. Sharp, ZZ, in recognition of her 

outstanding service to Lambda Lambda during its final year. Mrs. Sharp asked that 

the money be used to establish the award instead. Mary Gaal, AA, moved that the 

award be named in honor of Mrs. Sharp. 

9. The policy of the sorority with respect to national defense was stated: 



"In cooperation with the policy adopted by the Association of Education Sororities, be it 

resolved that Alpha Sigma Alpha reaffirm its belief and support in the democratic principles 

of American education, and that it keep a clear conception of the basic function and effec-

. tive vehicle for service which membership in the field of education affords; 

"Be it further resolved that Alpha Sigma Alpha summon college and alumnae chapters 

for efficient cooperation with their college and community organizations for service in the 

National Defense Program." 

Statistically speaking, the 1941 conclave was attended by one founder, six national 

councilors, six national committee chairmen, five chapter advisers, 26 collegiate chapter 

delegates, 20 alumnae chapter delegates, 26 collegiate visitors and 37 alumnae visitors, for 

a total attendance of 126. 

On Nov. 15, 1941, Evelyn G. Bell, nrr, alumnae director, and Genevieve Steele Leib, XX, 

Phoenix editor, installed Beta Theta Chapter, the 40th birthday chapter. 

Working for the "ultimate victory" 
Less than a month later came Pearl Harbor. Two days after the bombing Wilma Wilson 

Sharp, ZZ, president, wrote to the active chapters: 

Independence, Missouri 

Tuesday Night 

December 9, 1941 

Dear Alpha Sigma Alpha Girls: 

Yesterday while our country's declaration of war came over the air waves, I sat here 

at my Alpha Sigma Alpha desk, listening with my ears and heart but forcing my hands 

to do some routine office work for our sorority. 

I could do no less than turn to the thing at hand - my own tasks. For now our obliga-

tion to each other, to our country, is immeasurably increased. So long as we can, we must 

courageously and faithfully keep at our individual work and lives - in college, at home 

or distant places. 

Then, if we are called upon to serve elsewhere, we will be ready We will have had the 

discipline that results from a self-imposed calmness, and the personal preparedness that 

comes from an inner courage and stability. 

Alpha Sigma Alpha college girls will be more than equal to the uncertain days ahead. 

You will find ways to serve and to bring security and comfort to those about you. 

Will your chapter president and vice president confer immediately with your Dean of 

Women? For do you not want her to know that Alpha Sigma Alpha is ready to initiate or 

support any college program for the mutual good of the student body and our country? 

In addition to assisting with a specific program, there is so much that each of you can 

And in the world .. . 

Dec. 7, 1941 
The United States officially 
enters World War II. 
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do as a morale-builder. Alpha Sigma Alpha calls every member to strive more seriously 
I 

and yet more buoyantly "to know the peace and serenity of a Divine Faith." For now with 

war an actuality we must and we can have peace in Of:lr own hearts. It will be the peace 

that comes from loyalty to ideals, from holding fast to standards, from the knowledge 

that we are doing whatever we can do at our level-best, sanely and gladly 

As I write this, many and vivid memories of college chapter contacts come to me. 

They are so especially dear to me tonight for love reaches out with stronger bonds in 

times of anxiety and trouble. So will you heighten the spirit of sisterhood within your 

own chapter. You will help each other to gallantly bear the quick changes that may come. 

You will have an enduring courage, a worthy place in our America-at-war. And you will 

work to make come true "the bright dream of America marching on." 

"God bless you every one" - and keep you. 

Ever yours in Alpha Sigma Alpha, 

Wilma Wilson Sharp 

National president 

Mrs. Sharp also sent a letter to the president of each college and university where Alpha 

Sigma Alpha had a chapter, pledging the sorority's service to the college and to the country. 

The war effort 
The May Phoenix indicated that Alpha Sigma Alphas were ear-

nestly taking their part in the war effort. As an example, we read that 

in the alumnae chapter in Alva, Okla., 11 members were taking first 

aid, six were in home nursing classes, seven were knitting and one 

sewing for the Red Cross, two were teaching Red Cross courses, 11 

were in civilian defense volunteer work, five had given talks or pro-

grams on war work and four expected to grow 75 percent of the veg-

etables used on their tables in the coming summer. 
Phi Phi members did their part to help the war effort in 

1942 by buying a $25 bond. From left are Pauline Liggett, 

treasurer; Mary Frances Todd, vice president; Mary Margot 

Phares, president; and Miriam Wagoner, sponsor. 
Other alumnae chapters gave similar reports. Although in their 

newsletters the collegiate chapters were slower to change their pat-

tern of emphasizing beauty queens, pledges and parties, in March The Phoenix carried a 

photograph showing three members of Phi Phi Chapter and their sponsor, Miriam Wag-
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goner, purchasing a $25 Defense Bond with money originally intended for their all-college 

Easter tea. This group was the first on the Maryville, Mo., campus to buy a bond. 

Beta Iota installed 
On May 9, 1942, Genevieve Steele Leib, XX, Phoenix editor, Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, 

president, and Eieanor Smith Thomas, KK, fellowship chairman, installed Gamma Zeta of 



State Teachers College, Radford, Va., as Beta Iota Chapter. This installation increased the 

number of active chapters in Virginia to three. 

During war: no more conventions 
The national council, meeting in Chicago June 19-24, formulated plans for carrying for-

ward the program a's planned by the 1941 national convention in accordance with wartime 

regulations imposed by the government. 

It was decided that the sorority would hold no national or regional conventions for 

the duration of the war, and that all plans and programs for both collegiate and alumnae 

chapters would center around the paramount objective:"Alpha Sigma Alphas work for the 

Ultimate Victory." 

President Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, elaborated this policy as follows: 

"This is a time for application not elaboration of principles. The long familiar and 

proudly affirmed purposes of our sorority stand evermore true and undimmed in the dark-

ness of war. They are an answer to your question, 'What can I do?' Indeed, this year what 

better thing can you do than to work with all your might that your individual development 

may prepare you for service. 

"Keep physically fit - you know how - and so generate a young strength equal to every 

strain. Grow intellectually for today's hard demands, yes - but more that you may have your 

rightful vital part in that future day when Victory shall herald Peace throughout the world. 

"Develop socially. We cannot plan for a better world social order unless we practice its 

principles in our daily relationships. We cannot look to a brighter day if we fail now to 

uphold high standards of social conduct. 

"Progress spiritually. 'Above all take the Shield of Faith.' A faith in God and Goodness 

is unassailable even in death. Shall our fighting men hold to this precious truth more confi-

dently than American women to whom they look for its exemplification? 

"Our sorority experiences in loyalty, honor and self-sacrifice shall lead us proudly on to 

wider areas. The friendships we give and gain in the intimate bonds of sisterhood will lift 

our spirits and heighten our courage. 

---· so I call you to enth usiasticsupponofl\ipna StgmaA:lp mnn-rins momenlurrs-.:ott' , vF-------------

year. There have been, there will be rapid changes. There is a test in meeting changes cou-

rageously. There is glory in gallantly carrying on under handicap.'' 

Elizabeth Bird Small dies 
Also at the 1942 meeting, the national council created the Elizabeth Bird Small Under-

graduate award in memory of Miss Small, I1I1, whose death had occurred in California on 

Jan. 29, 1942. For more on Elizabeth Small, seep. 332. 

As a member of the national council from 1930 to 1936, she served the sorority in a mea-

sure that could not be adequately described in words. Soon after her death, it was written of 
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Elizabeth Bird Small, IHI, 
died Jan. 29, 1942. National 
council established the Eliza-
beth Bird Small award that 
year in her honor. 

her, "Her eyes were trained to see the good in everyone and everything, but she constantly 

reminded her girls that being good wasn't enough when they were capable of living up to 

their best. The high standards of Alpha Sigma Alpha were a challenge to Miss Small, and 

in all her sorority work she could not brook the slightest deviation from standards of such 

worth .... 

"The newest pledge soon learned that just to be in her presence was a rich experience. 

She was a delightful companion with an incomparable sense of humor. Her mind was 

as keen as her heart was kind, while she had that rare gift of wisdom that comes from 

understanding. Those who sought her advice never got it directly. Rather they were uncon-

sciously guided to see clearly, think honestly and finally act with surety. 

"It was impossible to forget Miss Small even after one left her presence - what she 

was, what she had said, what she stood for were a constant source of inspiration. Her death 

leaves a void which none may fill - and yet, hers was such a generous life that she left us a 

bit of herself. In the years to come, Alpha Sigma Alphas will be conscious of her presence 

through those whose thoughts and lives she influenced. In Miss Small we had a member 

who truly knew how to 'give in full measure' and 

'Such souls forever live 

In boundless measure of the love they give.'" 

And so, the Elizabeth Bird Small award was created as the highest honor that Alpha Sigma 

Alpha bestows on an undergraduate member. It was decided that each year one girl should 

be selected from each chapter and her name presented as a nominee, the national winner to 

be chosen from the list of chapter winners. The criteria for selection were to be the quali-

ties ofleadership,personality and scholarship, with the rating to be scholarship, 50 percent, 

and character and personality, each 25 percent. 

It was decided that an award committee within the council should make the final selec-

1 n 1943, Doris Fox David, KK, tion from nominations received not later than March 1 of the year in which the award was 
was the first "Alpha Girl," made. 
also known as the winner 
of the Elizabeth Bird Small 
award. Among other things, 
she was elected president of 
her class at Temple University 
in her sophomore, junior and 
senior years. 
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In the May 1943 Phoenix, the first "Alpha Girls;' those who had been nominated by their 

chapters for the Elizabeth Bird Small award, were pictured, and each girl's qualifications 

listed. In November, the magazine announced that the first winner of the award was Doris 

Fox David, KK. 

Wilma Wilson Sharp Alumnae award 
At the 1942 council meeting plans were also made for the Wilma Wilson Sharp Alumna 

award. Mary Turner Gallagher, XX, of Green Bay, Wis., was the first recipient. The first award 

was one in keeping with the times - a defense bond. 



1942 to 1943 
August 26, 1942 

My dear Mrs. Wootton: 

It was not until last winter when I was reading very carefully The Phoenixes of the 

1914-20 period that I discovered why, as long as Mrs. Ida Shaw Martin was president, 

the membership "lost" its founders. Nor did our present National Council know until this 

summer when I produced the printed evidence that she had stricken from the record all 

those who refused to be initiated by the 1914 ritual. 

However, you know how very hard Wilma Wilson Sharp worked for the two years after 

Mrs. Martin's expulsion to find out about our founders and early members, and how 

happy the entire membership has been in discovering what a splendid heritage we have 

in the years and members previous to 1914. 

It was not easy for the 1930 Council to take over a.ffairs,for some of us had no records 

and no equipment - they were all in Boston. So we began at the beginning to build up 

our own. 

As you perhaps know, for several years we have planned a printed history of Alpha 

Sigma Alpha. Hattie Kelly Thomas began work on it, but when illness forced her to resign, 

the job fell to me.My initiation was in 1928, so you can see I am handicapped in record-

ing the early period. 

From the material which has been loaned me and from talking to Mrs. Carper, I.have 

managed to draft the earlier history, but I feel that there are many gaps, which should be 

filled in. Thus, I am sending pleas to the founders and early members to help, 

I feel sure that you have many interesting and pleasant memories of your college 

and alumnae days in Alpha Sigma Alpha. Would you be willing to jot down some of 

them: what you remember of the founding of the group, the early meetings, the girls who 

belonged, any of the funny or sad little incidents, anything that will make the written 

history accurate and interesting? If you have any records which you would be willing to 

loan, I should appreciate having them for a short time. 

We should also like to include biographies of our founders. May I have yours? And do 

you have a recent picture we could use? 

I do hate to make so many requests, especially when you are probably busy with war 

work like everyone else. However, you can't imagine how much I shall appreciate what-

ever you can find to send me 

Yours in Alpha Sigma Alpha, 

Louise N. Stewart, YY 

Historian, 1938-1958 

Louise Neely Stewart, YY 
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Alpha Sigs "join up" 
In the summer of 1942, the U.S. Congress passed legislation creating the Waacs, Waves, 

Spars and the Women Marines. Alpha Sigma Alphas were among those enlisting in all parts 

of the country - including Katharine M. Hale, 00, who resigned her office of national trea-

surer for a commission in the Waves. One of Col. Oveta Culp Hobby's staff of five to direct 

activities of all the Waacs (later Wacs) was Frances Holbrook, IIII. 

In fact, each month The Phoenix carried additional names of those who had "joined up" 

and were wearing the uniform of some branch of the service. Wafs, Red Cross, Nursing 

Corps, Foreign Service and USO also claimed Alpha Sigma Alphas. 

Some became defense workers, while many remembered that teaching children, though 

less glamorous, had always been classified as an essential occupation, and so stayed by 

their blackboards, while others shifted housekeeping to the leisure-time classification and 

returned to the schoolroom. 

Still others continued their volunteer defense activities or increased the number of hours 

spent in bond booths, in Red Cross workrooms and on the unlimited needs of their com-

munities. Alumnae officers became increasingly busy as alumnae moved about the country, 

sometimes as a result of a new position created by the war and often because a husband 

was transferred, transferred and then transferred again. 

The March 1943 issue of The Phoenix was, in part, a songbook, featuring especially the 

newer songs of the sorority with their original music. 

1943 to 1944 
Beta Kappa, Beta Lambda installed 
Oct. 23-24, 1943, Alpha Sigma Alpha entered an Illinois college for the first time. That 

weekend the sorority installed Beta Kappa Chapter at Western Illinois State Teachers Col-

lege in Macomb. President Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, was in charge of the services. 

There was another"first" for Alpha Sigma Alpha the weekend of March 3-5, 1944, when 

Beta Lambda Chapter was installed at Arkansas State Teachers College in Conway. It was the 

first Alpha Sigma Alpha chapter in that state. Mrs. Sharp and Esther Bucher, HH, treasurer, 

were installing officers. 

Because regional and national conventions had been made impossible by the war, the 

Macomb and Conway installations were used as subregional gatherings at which members 

of the nearest chapters might meet each other and the national officers. 

Kansas and Missouri chapters sent representatives to Macomb, while Natchitoches, La., 

Tahlequah, Okla., and Pittsburg, Kan., sent representatives to Conway. Sixteen advisers and 

college girls - and a Pi Pi alumna - may not have been a regional, but judging from their 

account of the days and nights spent at Conway, these Alpha Sigma Alphas managed to give 

a very good imitation of at least a miniature regional. 



Though the gathering was a wartime substitute for the real thing, there was nothing 

ersatz about the fellowship , inspiration and fun existing for those who could be there. 

1944 to 1945 
Essential business only 
The year 1944 should have been a national convention year. Because wartime restric-

tions made this impossible, the national council met July 1-4 at The Edgewater Beach Hotel, 

Chicago, to transact essential sorority business. The national committee chairmen joined 

them July 5-8. 

Even in so small a group, the anxieties and problems of the war were evident. Genevieve 

Steele Leib, XX, Phoenix editor, watched the mails for word from her air corps son in Eng-

land, and Ruth Martin Stone, BL-., scholarship chairman, daily wrote long letters to her cap-

tain husband in the South Pacific. 

Evelyn G. Bell, IIII, alumnae director, had gone immediately from her winter teaching to 

a government position in Maryland and was unable to attend the conference, while Helen 

Block Bradley, IHI, alumnae organizer, was likewise busy with a defense job that was so 

demanding she felt it necessary to resign her Alpha Sigma Alpha work. 

Thelma Stortz Moyer, KK, secretary, had her reservation cancelled at the last minute and 

did not attempt the long journey from Laurel, Del. Virginia Carpenter, 00, alumnae editor, 

a member of the Women's Marine Corps, was likewise unable to attend. The presence of 

many Japanese employees in the hotel, as part of an "alien relocation project," also was a 

reminder of the war. 

During the meeting, the council made the following decision pertaining to Alpha Sigma 

Alpha's interfraternity relations: "That Alpha Sigma Alpha withdraw its membership from 

the Professional Panhellenic Association and that withdrawal be in the form of a statement 

of the decision of the National Councils of Sigma Sigma Sigma and Theta Sigma Upsilon." 

This conclusion resulted from the PPA's accepting a more limiting definition of the term 

"professional." The three AES sororities holding membership in the PPA supported this 

action because they wished to cooperate in the general fraternity effort to clarify the clas-

sification of various Greek-letter organizations. 

The council also approved the plan that each college chapter should have an alumna 

visitor during the 1944-1945 school year. The purpose of the visit from the chapter's own 

alumna was to extend the ALA leadership program to include recent graduates, to coordi-

nate college and alumnae activities and to promote college loyalty on the part of alumnae. 

Frances Morrell Werre, BH, was the first alumna to officially visit her chapter soon after 

uniform plans were set up. 

In November 1944 the sorority issued a new publication: "Leadership in Alpha Sigma 

Alpha," a manual written by Wilma Wilson Sharp, ZZ, national president, for collegiate 

chapter presidents. 
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A r m d nAletterfromWakefieldMattison
e s f r e y t d o s f l l t .Theworriesofwarwerecertainlynotlimitedtomembersofnationalcouncilthatfall.

w s a r e y , , , d m a d nBelowisaletterLouiseNeelyStewart,YY,historian,receivedfromLinaWakefieldMattison

, , l t m 8 o .Mahon,Г,nationalpresidentfrom1908to1912.

. , 4Nov.15,1944

r s ,DearMissStewart,

m e u l e e r g o t d d n r aI'msureyouwillforgivemeforseemingsonegligentanduninterestedinyourAlpha

a a y n I l u t y n e e m y e s nSigmaAlphahistorywhenItellyouthatmysoncamehomefromthirtythreemonthsin

e t c r a y e t n I d e n g u htheSouthwestPacificfora21-dayleavejustwhenIshouldhavebeenhelpingyouwith

e .moreinformation.
Ie e s —e n ak t h e t y n d t ,Ihavethreesons—oneinaTankoutfitwiththeFirstArmyinHollandrightnow,

e a7 t g t e y r e n x y d e y e moneaB-17PilotinstructingattheArmyAirBaseinSiouxCityandtheboybomefrom

e . o u e t I e n y d d t .theIslands.SoyouseewhatIhaveonmymindandheartalways....

. n I s t f e d , e d t , I d g h...WhenIwaspresidentoftheGrandCouncil,wecalleditthen,Istruggledalongwith

. a w s p o t A y n e . r n s eMrs.IdaShawMartin'shelptoputALAreallyonthemap.OurSoutherncollegeswere

y g r s t —d e e o d r k f scontinuouslyputtingourchaptersout—andweweresohamperedforlackoffunds

t e y t .thatthesororityalmostdied.

. n s aa f d n I d n d t I t -Mrs.MartinwasaTri-DeltaherselfandwhenIsteppeddownandoutIthoughtnego-
tiationswereaboutcompleteforAAAtotakeusover:Shehadgreatrespectforour

g d l . t y d e g f g y e dyoungandsmallorganization.Itreallyhadthemakingofsomethingveryfineand
.worthwhile....

,Sincerely,

d n , ГWakefieldMattisonMahon,Г

g yMakinghistory
n y 5 s w e t d y f a a . eInJanuary1945memberssawthefirstpublishedhistoryofAlphaSigmaAlpha.Because

f e , e l s d s e y n f e x r n softhewar,thematerialwasissuedastheJanuaryeditionofThePhoenixratherthanas
a o oaseparatevolume.Pictureswerelimitedtothoseconsideredalmostindispensabletoillus-

tratethestory,forbothUncleSamandprinters'costsfrownedheavilyonexcessiveand

y . t n ae e s d r n .unnecessaryengravings.Yetevenawartimesubstitutewasdeemedbetterthannothing.

t a a s e g e d t an h h eThatAlphaSigmaAlphaswerefindingtheworldconflictaconditionwithwhichone

d , g y r e , s d y n e h 5 .liveddaily,hopingcontinuallyfortheend,isindicatedespeciallyintheMarch1945issue.

e e d n o l t y r n s t o e f s o e e"Wearecalledupontofillnotonlyourownplacesbutalsothoseofotherswhohavegone

o n e d " e a , .tojointheArmedForces,"wroteThelmaShively,ФФ.

h ad e m w n , e s s e r e s"Withacondensedcollegecurriculumnowinoperation,thereislesstimeforthegirls

o e n e . , , t e e e o e e otoparticipateinoutsideactivities.Realizing,however,thatwearefortunatetobeableto
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o n o l e a l r s n , e e d o e r ngoontoschoolwhileaglobalwarisinprogress,wehavetriedtomakeourappreciation

n y g r t d a t . r k r e e sknownbydoingourpartandabitmore....Volunteerworkfortheserviceorganizations

l n a ' h a a a "willremaina'must'withAlphaSigmaAlphachapters."

m a a e s f e s f : p f x l tFromBetaGammacamereportsoffivefieldsofactivity:leadershipofsixGirlScout

, l n g n o h , k n ae h ,troops,physicaleducationteachingintwohighschools,workonacitywideyouthprogram,

e n a l y l d l s h s s , n rserviceinasmallSundayschoolandspecialprojectssuchasChristmasboxes,RussianWar

f d y .ReliefandCommunityChest.

e y y r , e y p d e e d h o d aThenearbyArmyairbase,theArmycampandthecollegebondboothalsoclaimedBeta

a . g ] a a s e e l o e , eGammagirls.Hattiesburg[Miss.]AlphaSigmaAlphaswerelikewiseusefultotheUSO,while

a s d s g r e h f . n , e a aBetaZetasfoundthemselvescollectingfortheMarchofDimes.InMuncie,theAlphaSigma

a d e s r B , t y r e d t eAlphahelpedincreasesalesforTBstamps,collectmoneyfortheWorldStudentService

d d e d n e d s e s .FundandgavebloodwhentheRedCrossmadeitsvisits.

, h i i d 8 s y n s d d sMoreover,eachChiChiaveraged18hoursweeklyonbandagesandproducedsweaters

n . r f m t o s s o n e d r ybetweenstudies.Fourofthemwenttovariousschoolstoexplaintheneedforelementary

. i i d n e t f e 0 s d t ,teachers.PsiPsiassistedintheentertainmentofthe200sailorsstationedatNatchitoches,

d t s y s 0 s a , d t d .turnedoutasmanyas2,000bandagesaday,andknitandknit.

a , i i d a a o t p e h e . u u -ZetaZeta,XiXiandBetaKappaalsokeptupmoralethroughtheUSO.NuNudiversi-

d s s h , , k t y e l d s o e dfieditsactivitieswithbonds,USO,workatValleyForgeHospitalanddonationstotheblood

. a s k s e n e s f e s - e f e sbank.ThetaTheta'sworkwasdoneinthehometownsofthegirls-oneoftheactivities
s g g r h r .wasmakingclothingforDutchWarRelief.

o e s y , e a a s d ' e . aTotheactivitiesalreadymentioned,theBetaThetagirlsaddedNurses'Aidework.Beta

a s d e y s e s d k s r e eEtamembershelpedtheNavyMothersmakesandwichesandpacklunchesfortheservice

n g h e l d .menpassingthroughthelocalrailroaddepot.

s g g y , e d s d o n dBesidesknittingduringsororitymeetings,theRadfordgirlsvolunteeredtocleanNorwood

r l y e f e d . i i s t y s n eSeniorHallregularlybecauseofthemaidshortage.PiPimemberskeptbirthdaycardsinthe

l r r e e n d d t e s d t .mailfortheircollegeservicemenandassistedatchildcarecentersandsettlementhouses.

a a t ae n f s o e t e e n w . sAlphaBetasentalargecollectionofbookstotheMerchantMarineServiceinNewYork.This

r o d a l h , g r y d s .chapteralsosupportedasmallBritishgirl,sendinghermoneyandpackagesregularly.

e a a s d d d e e r o r tTheAlphaGammagirlsassembledandmailedthecollegenewslettertoformerstudent

e . s s y g e f e l w e , e s -servicemen.Thiswasespeciallyinterestingbecauseifthegirlknewtheman,shewasper-

d o e a l e n e . e s d d o emittedtowriteapersonalnoteintheletter.Maryvillehousewiveslookedforwardtothe

k " n y n i i s t 0 s g , g r"workday"inFebruarywhenPhiPhigirlsspent240hourscleaninghouse,launderingor

g r c s r e d e .doingotherdomesticjobsforhire(andthetreasury).

RescuedinthePhilippines

e e t e h e s n e . n w , e 'Thealumnaekeptpacewiththeactivesinserviceprojects.InNewYork,theofficers'

s t i i a a n s k l f y e y f -partiesatPiPialumnaEmmaColemanFrost'sParkSchoolofCookerywereworthyofmen-

. e s y d e s d an .tion.TheChristmaspartyincludedWaveofficersandaCanadiannurse.

n n , , e d e f e e r n e l mDowninRichmond,Va.,alumnaehadchargeoftheservicecenterintheHotelWilliam
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. s , s e t m d t , s n t t r gByrd.Thishotel,acrossthestreetfromBroadStreetStation,wasanexcellentspotforgiving

n f l , y s f e , o e e n g n einformationofalltypes,especiallylistsofpossiblerooms,totheservicemenarrivinginthe

. d e e d n e y ' e e d ycity.RichmondalumnaelikewisehelpedintheMilitaryShoppers'GuideServicedirectedby

o e t s n e r s g .twolargedepartmentstoresonthefourSaturdaysprecedingChristmas.

e s y s f . , , t e y s f e e m oTheKansasCityTimesofFeb.19,1945,broughtthehappynewsoftherescuefromSanto

, ae t , f h , . g e l h nTomas,aJapaneseintermentcamp,ofBethHarkness,TT.ServingtheEpiscopalChurchin

e , h d n d n , n e s f , n ythePhilippines,BethhadbeencapturedinSagada,inthemountainsofLuzon,inFebruary

. n r r , e , g k —e s e o o o n an1942.Soonafterherrelease,shewrote,"Lookingback—onehastimetodosoinaPrison

p — I m o d r y A s d e e s e e dCamp—IamsogladforhappyAZAmemoriesandrealizethoseexperienceswerethekind

h p e e r t "whichhelptideoneoverdifficulttimes."

e e l d g 5 s a a s e , ,Theservicerolllengthenedduring1945asAlphaSigmaAlphasbecameWacs,Waves,

, , s r s f e y e , d s d e r .Spars,Marines,WafsormembersoftheArmyNurseCorps,RedCrossFieldServiceorUSO.

e k y f e d e s o e : h d , hTheHeckfamilyofBaltimoreaddedthreememberstotheWacs:HildrethandReba,both

d a a , d r , e . .RadfordAlphaSigmaAlphas,andtheirmother,BlancheD.Heck.

e r , g s f e e m e y o , e nTheTransferBureau,listingmovesofthealumnaefromonecitytoanother,becamean

t n f e x s s d r s m p o p rimportantsectionofThePhoenixaswivesfollowedtheirhusbandsfromcamptocampor

s e d m e s n o .familiesweretransferredfromonebusinesslocationtoanother.

e , h l d , t e d y s n e tAlumnaeofficers,bothlocalandnational,musthaveacquiredgrayhairsintheconstant

t o p p h e l f s s l s e e . e -efforttokeepupwiththetrailofaddressesaswellasthenamechanges.Marriageannounce-

s e d h y . e d s f e n " n wmentsweresprinkledwithmilitaryrank.Thesadlinesofthe"InMemoriam"sectionnow

d n f s r s d n n - n s r , hincludedmentionofhusbandsorbrotherskilledinaction-inraidsoverGermany,North

, e d .Africa,FranceandOkinawa.

o d n e s e e y , , r , .AlsorescuedinthePhilippineswereLaVerneShockleyFertig,BB,herhusband,Maj.

e . , d d . e s , . l . , . gClaudeE.Fertig,and13-month-oldSusan.Likehisbrother,Col.WendellW.Fertig,Maj.Fertig

s a o g r o d s s n .wasaColoradominingengineerwhojoinedMacArthur'sforcesin1941.

n o h , e s d e n n d d e -Unknowntoeachother,thebrothersescapedcaptureonBataanandjoinedthePhilip-

e . , n n e h s f y t e t f adpineguerrillas.Susan,borninthehighmountainsofPanayattheheightofadetermined

e h r r , s d y a e r o d r n aJapanesesearchforherparents,wasdeliveredbyanativedoctorwhohadneverseena

e n . t o , e s d y r r n ae r lwhitewomanbefore.Attwomonths,shewascarriedbyhermotherinahikeoverseveral

n s o e , e a e k e r o a e emountainrangestothecoast,whereasubmarinetookthepairtoAustraliabeforethe
e .Leyteinvasion.

y , , e ad r y n h t t y ap d e .May8,1945,becameaRedLetterDayeventhoughitmeantonlyasteptowardtheend.

o n gNodoubtmanymembersofAlphaSigmaAlpha,singlyoringroups,prayedinthanksgiving

t n .thatV-EDayhaddawnedandthatthewarhadendedinatleastonearea.

d dAccompaniedbyWilmaWilsonSharp,ZZ,nationalpresident,theentireRadford

e r d g n s o d e l s t eactivechapterpausedduringinspectionactivitiestoattendthespecialservicesatthe

t .MethodistChurch.
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J yV-JDay
n t h e J , n . , . n s r ' "ThenatlengthcameV-JDay,onAug.14,1945.In"ThoughtsforFounders'Day"

, a n , , : r h ' y s y t1945,WilmaWilsonSharp,ZZ,wrote:"Ourforty-fourthFounders'Dayisdearlysignificant

e t n e d n e d d y s o o r e n g abecauseitcanbeobservedinpeaceandattendedbyplanstodoourshareinbuildinga

r .betterworld....
g l e s f r , r s n e d s d t e e"Duringallthedaysofourwar,ourmembersinthearmedservicesandathomewere

y f r : a a s k r e . w nworthyofourpronouncement:'AlphaSigmaAlphasworkforUltimateVictory'.Nowwhen

e s , e t e o k h y d e t y lpeacehascome,wemustcontinuetoworkwithconstancyandcouragethatvictorywill

e d e d "beindeedultimateandlasting."

s an f s c k f e , e y d t h rAsaportionofitsphilanthropicworkoftheyear,thesororitydecidedthateachmember

d e e y r h r f e s , , e s o e d rshouldgiveonepennyforeachyearoftheorganization'sage,44,thepenniestobeusedfor

e s n y l . e n , , n y f r ntheFrancisHansonCaryMemorialLibrary.BessieFergusonCary,A,inmemoryofherson

o e s e n e , s s y r , .whogavehislifeinthewar,wasestablishingthislibraryfordisabled,hospitalizedveterans.

f e a n p d r 5 s a n , .WinneroftheWilmaWilsonSharpawardfor1945wasEmmaColemanFrost,III.For

e n a , e . . a a d e a l f e r -moreonEmmaFrost,seep.319.BetaGammapresentedtheAlphaGirloftheyear[Eliza-

h d l ] o a , n o r y s s "bethBirdSmallaward]toHenriettaStolper,knowntohersororitysistersas"Penny."

t e l s p n , s d o e e aAtthenationalofficersworkshopinJune,membersdecidedtocontinuethealumna

r r ) n r e g r o t e d e svisitor("olderdaughter")planforthecomingyearsothatalumnaeandcollegeactivities
amightbebettercoordinated.Thegroupalsoapprovedapostwarrehabilitationprogram

o e d n a t l n h f e e s s e l ltobecenteredinagovernmenthospitalineachofthefiveregionsasthenationalsocial

e .serviceproject.

e d e l d ag , g r " h eTherevisedpledgemanualandarushingpamphlet,"RushingNeverEnds,"bothwere

d n .publishedin1946.

"ReconversionandRehabilitation"

n y e e t f e t r n o e d tInJanuarycametheannouncementofthefirstpostwarconventiontobeheldat

e y , s , . s s d r s t , t stheStanleyHotel,EstesPark,Colo.Asplansmaterializedforthisimportantevent,itwas

d t e r d e l d , l d "reportedthattheaffairwouldbe"educationalandinspirational,vacationalandsensational."

g s w nWithprintingdifficultieslessening,itwaspossibletoannounceanewprinting,in

morecolorfulform,oftheAlphaSigmaAlphaCreed-andthatframedcopieswere

o .alsoavailable.

r e e n d , e s e sUnderthetheme"ReconversionandRehabilitation,thevariousactivechapters

d o e e n e s y r J . a n sattemptedtopicturelifeinthosemonthsimmediatelyafterV-JDay.BetaEpsilonmembers

f e n h b d s o e t o o .oftheMadisonSpanishClubcollectedbookstobesenttoFilipinostudents.

r a a s n t s d g o e t . aOtherAlphaSigmaAlphasonthatcampuscollectedclothingtobesentoverseas.Kappa

s d a e e o e y r e k r r n s g oKappashadacakesaletoraisemoneyforthebookprojectortheirregionwassendingto
a ' . , , s e g y f e g saveterans'hospital.Tahlequah,Okla.,girlswerecontinuingmanyoftheprecedingyear's

d n e d .Andintheworld...

. , 5Aug.15,1945

d r I .WorldWarIIends.
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s n e .projectsinthecommunity.

i , n n o g n e l c , d s sPiPi,inadditiontohelpingonthenationalphilanthropicproject,reporteditsawareness

f ae e t " t o . a a d t s sofa"recognizablemalestudentbody"atBuffaloState.Theta'Thetareportedthatitsdances

e g h e l r e e . o g d ywerebecomingmuchmoresuccessfulforthesamereason.Alsolookingtowardnormalcy

s e t f at t h 0 s d d e w s nwasthereportofabanquetatwhich$400,000wasreceivedtowardthenewcampuson

e s r n .theCharlesRiverinBoston.

a a d t k , s d s e w n 'BetaBetamentionedthatsteakfries,nylonsandconventionswerenowinmembers'
, s s r k r e p n t l n o sthoughts,aswastheirworkfortheCampCarsonConvalescentHospitalinColoradoSprings

d l n . a a s y g o s g f r landlocalrehabilitationprojects.ZetaZetawasbusymovingintoitswingofYeaterHall

y d y e y . s d t y e t g l e -recentlyvacatedbytheNavyV-12.Membersboastedthattheywerenotlosingalltheser-

e , e at r e d e y 0 s y t .vicemen,becauseapermanentairbasewouldbeonly10milesawayatSedalia.

Ae e e d s o e ' l t p , 0 s ,APeaceWelfareDriveandvisitstotheveterans'hospitalatCampPickett,30milesaway,

e d y . a a d e r f d h a -werereportedbyAlpha.BetaIotamentionedthemergerofRadfordwithVirginiaPolytech-

c e d g . a a d a r o s a -nicInstituteandincreasingenrollment.BetaLambdareportedamemberwhowasachair-

n f e e o e am f t t o s . hmanofthecommitteetointroduceaformofstudentgovernmenttoitscampus.Though

e t g x s g y t , u u s e y hthestudentbuildingjukeboxwasplayingconstantlyatDrexel,NuNugirlswerebusywith

e d n .innumerableorganizedrehabilitationprojects.

a s t n , , , d n e f e n 0SigmaSigmasatWesternState,Gunnison,Colo.,reportedanincreaseofmorethan100

t n t t , d n e o r a . n n , apercentinenrollmentthatyear,andmenwerenolongerararity.DowninLouisiana,Beta

s e g r e h f . s d s e g rZetaswerecollectingfortheMarchofDimes.Trailersandbarracksweremakingtheir

e n e l e s n , ; a r m s d oappearanceontheBallStatecampusinMuncie,Ind.;amidwintertermwasopenedto

e g e ; d s e g .accommodatereturningservicemen;andfraternitieswerebeingreorganized.

a a d g p ay o g e . a s eBetaThetareportedgivingupadormitorytoreturningservicemen.BetaKappaswere

nhelpingtheveteransbecomeacquaintedviamatineedanceseachWednesdayinthestudent

. a tlounge.FromanalumnainAlaska,Lt.CommanderBillyBall,T,camealetterreportingthat

e f e s e e y g r n s t t e ,someoftheSparstherewerealreadymakingtheircivilianwardrobesbutthatthequiet,

, s e f a s .peaceful,strikelesslifeofAlaskawasgood.

r w sFournewchapters

w s d n s t , r , o s f l " nNewchaptershadbeenquadrupletsthatyear,orrather,twosetsof"identicaltwins."On

y , a u s d t n e s , , , dMay4,BetaMuwasinstalledatHendersonStateTeachersCollege,Arkadelphia,Ark.,and

a o t e s , , .GammaClioatStateTeachersCollege,Cortland,N.Y.

n y , a u t y e s , , , d a i t eOnMay18,BetaNuatMurrayStateTeachersCollege,Murray,Ky.,andBetaXiatState

s , , , e d o e . e w k s d nTeachersCollege,Oneonta,N.Y.,wereaddedtotheroll.TheNewYorkchaptershadbeen

e a d a s f o e n , e w k e y ftheBetaandGammachaptersofClio[theClionianSociety],theNewYorkstatesororityof

h i i d n a .whichPiPihadbeenapart.
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91946-1949
g r nPreparingforconvention

g e r f , n s t n y ' .Duringthesummerof1946,conventionwasuppermostinsororitymembers'minds. , C ePresident,NPCdelegate

a n , ZWilmaWilsonSharp,ZZ

e e h o e g d e s f w s n e yThosefortunateenoughtobegoingstudiedthepicturesoffellowdelegatesintheMay Vicepresident

PhoenixsothatwhentheyactuallyreachedColorado,everyonekneweveryoneelse-VirginiaCarpenter,O0

, t .theoretically,atleast. Secretary

Ao e e n s n - n , KApolioscaredecreasedthepotentialconventionregistrationwhenparentsbeganread-HelenCorey,KK

g f e g s f s n e r . g s n t n ringoftheincreasingnumbersofcasesintheDenverarea.SwimmingpoolsinthatportionTreasurer

y
ofColoradowereclosed,buttheverymuddy"swimmin'hole"thatappearsatthebottomofEstherBucher,HH

otheconventionpicturewasnoattractiontoanyaquatic-mindedAlphaSigmaAlpha,regardRegistrar
NMarionPowell,NN

f s g . e s d s e r e g hlessofitsforbiddingsign.Therocksandmountainswerefarmorealluringwithgorgeous
e rAlumnaedirector

y d s r g d .sceneryandtrailsforhikingandriding. IEvelynG.Bell,III

f e d e e f e d " o " d e r s m wIfaltitudedidmakesomeofthe"OldGirls""goeasy"andtheyoungeronesfromlow x rPhoenixeditor

e g r e s t a , , e d a l e e e , Xaltitudelongfortheconventionsatsealevel,nevertheless,everyonehadawonderfultimeGenevieveSteeleLeib,XX

t s y "atthis"familyreunion."

d s d d k e f t e r s d e o e , -Oldfriendsgreetedandtooknoticeofwhatthewaryearshaddonetotheother,alum-

e d l l d e s d e d n g ownaefoundmutualprofessionalandhomeinterestsandeveryonehadfunlearningtoknow

e .everyoneelse.

n t nHoneymoonatconvention

e y " n d e . a , a aThe"auxiliaryroll"evenincludedonehusband-to-be.RobertaTaylor,GammaGamma

t d , d s n , a , t g e r h a gpresidentanddelegate,andLesVanPelt,aveteran,nothavingtimeforbothawedding

d , d r n t n e a d t r yandconvention,hadtheirhoneymoonatconventionwhileRobertacarriedouthersorority

, d n t e r ag n , , n . . s o ,duties,andthenwenthomeforaweddinginWichita,Kan.,onAug.31.Needlesstorelate,

s s ay d " r r s h A .Leswasafullyindoctrinated"auxiliary"afterfourdayswithAZAhusbands.

s f e n " e . , . s e s d nDatesofthe"reunionconvention"wereAug.22-26,1946.Badgeswerecirclesrimmedin

, h ay d g n e t d , , m m . t . " d sred,withacoycoedwinkingontheleftandsaying,"Hi,I'mfrom...at..."Coloredstars

d e n f e . e o n d s hindicatedtheclassificationofthedelegates.TheColoradoluncheonopenedfestivitieswith

s f l s d r .introductionsofnationalofficersandchapteradvisers.

e l g f e s y s d t e t s nThetraditionalhangingoftheshieldsceremonywasheldatthefirstbusinesssession

t . t e a r n r f w s d e l y hthatafternoon.Nextcameadinnerinhonorofnewchaptersandthegeneralassemblywith

. . n , o e e f , , g n dDr.A.EvelynNewman,ColoradoStateCollegeofEducation,Greeley,speakingon"World

n e s ?WomenFaceToday'sProblems?

e s e e t e l n t d e . AMoreintroductionswerepossibleattheinformalreceptionthatclosedtheevening.A

e e e g g - y e t ar —d t n esunrisehikethefollowingmorning-manymadeitacanter—precededbreakfastonthe

. e e n s a l k n e y f n smountainside.Thealumnaeluncheonwasadelightfulbreakinthedayofdiscussiongroups

d . e d h s n g , d y r sandbusiness.Alumnaeviedwithactivesinblowingbubbles,well-protectedbypaperbibs
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d y . e l r s , h e s d s l fandbabycaps.Theregionaldinnerwasclever,withtabledecorationsandstuntstypicalof

e .theareas.

y n t h t . , , d r n e " tFamilyreunionnightwithHarrietB.Johnston,BE,andher"ReunionOneNighters"dealt

h y y d d e l n . y s a l nwithsororityhistoryandfollowedtheformalinitiationservice.SaturdaywasarealWestern

y h e s d e " ap o r e d k g n edaywiththe"bootsandsaddleluncheon,"atriptoBearLakeandhorsebackridinginthe

, d ak n r t e .afternoon,andachuckwagondinnerattheChalets.

h n d e d t , e d o e d kThoughraineliminatedthepromisedmoonlightantics,thesemanagedtobeheldback

e t e . y , t t t y h ,homeattheStanley.Sundaymorning,convention-goerssatatbreakfastbychurchaffiliation,

tablesbeingmarkedbycardsbearingtopicsandtitlessignificanttothereligiousdoctrines
nofthegroup.However,inpractice,manyofmembers"gotinthewrongpew,findingtheir

s r n r l n g e t .appetitesgreaterthantheirzealinfindingthecorrectfold.
A tAlovelyfamilyworshipserviceheldonthemountainsideafterbreakfasthadasguest

speakerDr.GeorgeArthurFrantz,pastorofthePresbyterianChurchattendedbyGene-

e lvieveSteeleLeib,XX,inIndianapolis.AttheSundayluncheon,membersofthenational

l d l n e e e dcouncilandnationalcommitteechairmenweretablehostesses.Delegateswereseatedby

s g e y o s d g o e ' . n fsignsshowingthewaytostreetslabeledaccordingtotheofficers'titles.Installationof

s s d e y , d y a r l ; 0 sofficerswasheldlateSundayafternoon,followedbyavespermemorialservice;20names

e .werelisted.

h l e , , s y e o e , e t eAlthoughNellMartindaleKuchs,ФФ,wasphysicallyunabletobepresent,shesentthe

s r e t l , e n o e e . e ymaterialsforthebanquetfloralsetting,completeeventothefireextinguishers.TheStanley

y e d y e s e o y y n e e e t f e ,mayhavewonderedwhythetubsweresoverydirtyinonesuitethenightofthebanquet,

t t s y e t f e h s d t f e . s d sbutitwasreallythefaultoftheSpanishmossandnotoftheinhabitants.Boxesandboxes

f s k n y p s d e t t e .ofsparklersstuckinverydampmossfurnishedthestarlightatthebanquet.

e n y e A n t e e f e , y d ac xBorneinbytheAZAmenatthecloseoftheprogram,theyproducedadramaticclimax

o n l . s e l d d s , d ntoaninspirationalevening.Favorsweresmallredleather-boundaddressbooks,wrappedin

d d d h ag r . n d s e e y kredandsecuredwithaglitteringsilverstar.Anembossedcoat-of-armsmadethetinybook
ad A .atreasuredAZAsouvenir.

e e " s y a , , d . h g e tThe"takeoff"isusuallyasleepy,hyper-tense,befoggedoccasion.Withlongexperienceat

g l o A n s d g r s e r ,biddingfarewelltoAZAconventionattendees(andmailingtheirthingshomeafterthem),

r , , n f e l , d l n g t t -EstherBucher,HH,chairmanofthefarewellbreakfast,didwellinmakingthatlastexperi-

e lencevividandimpressive(inthestimulussense).Signsinquiringwhethertheindividual

d e , t r e r g - m g r h o g a rhaddonethis,thatortheotherthing-frompackinghertoothbrushtobuyingasouvenir
—e d t e .—weresprinkledaboutthetables.

A a AApicturepostcardoftheStanley,tiedtoacandykiss,wasateachplace.Askitfeaturing

e ethecouncilbehindcardboardbodiesasVictoria"queens"wasthehitoftheprogram.The

l s e o d t s .usualawardswerealsopresentedatthisbreakfast.

, e e e f , e n y s d o e : eFinally,liketheprovinceofGaul,theconventionbodywasdividedintothreeparts:the

l d n o d o , e p e y s d d o ecouncilandchairmenwhostayedtowork,thegroupwhoseplaywasendedandwhowere

homewardboundviathebusestoDenver,andfinallythosewhoweregoingtoprolong
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A s r o r e s n e d e .AZAcontactsfortwoormoredaysontheGrandLaketrip.

e n y e d y y g t e e t nTheconventionmaybesummarizedstatisticallybystatingthattherewerepresentseven

l l , e , 2 r , 9 e , 4nationalcouncilmembers,ninechairmen,32chapterdelegates,19alumnaedelegates,14

, 8 e , 7 e s d o , r a l f .advisers,28alumnaevisitors,37collegevisitorsandtwoguests,foratotalof148.

n e l f r e n f . , x , n dAnableeditorialstaffunderthedirectionofMrs.Leib,Phoenixeditor,againproduced

A .AZAAntics.

e s e y l r r h f s d n -Round-tablediscussionswereespeciallyhelpfulfortheirwealthofideasandinformulat-

g s d . m e p t d e , singsuggestionsandrecommendations.Fromthegroupthatdiscussedtheduties,obligations

d y f , e e t r a r s . e eandauthorityofadvisers,cametherequestforachapteradvisershandbook.Thecollege

s d s o e , o e , o e " h e :girlspledgedthemselves"tobeaware,tobealert,tobeactive,"withtheaim:

. o e s e l s f r n d e t1.Tomakeourselvesmoreforcefulcitizensofournationandmoreintelligent

s f e ;representativesoftheworld;

. o e r s d e l n d l s2.Toinspireourchapterstowardmorenationalcooperationandpersonalcontacts

n n ;betweenconventionyears;

. o l n r s e g f y d e n r n s3.Toinstillinourchaptersthefeelingofdignityandprideinouraffiliationas

l y .nationalsororitywomen.

e e t h e n s r g y d r g .Thealumnaespentmuchtimeonideasforraisingmoneyandforplanningmeetings.

y d , - d n s r , e e o e d y eTheysuggestedfour-,six-and12-planunitsforprograms,thetypetobedeterminedbythe

e s . r s ealumnaegroup'ssituation.Theirrecommendationswere

. t e y , , e 5 e p s d e x1.Thattheemergencyfund,i.e.,the$25lifemembershipduesandThePhoenix

s d y e l l n , e .subscriptionsadoptedbythenationalcouncilin1945,becontinued.

. t am e d o t h 5 f e s d e : 22.Thatasystembedevisedsothateach$5oftheseduescouldbeallocated:$2

n ; 2 l ; 1 e .conventionfund;$2generalfund;$1magazinefund.

. t n e s s e d o e , s e r3.Thatanalumnaedelegate'sexpensesbepaidtotheconvention,asdonefor

s .thisconvention.

t s d t s r e p d r 7 d eItwasannouncedthatcontributionsfortheFellowshipFundfor1946-1947wouldbe

d o e c t s n e g .divertedtothephilanthropicprojectasintheprecedingyear.

p sMembershipcards

g s , a t g d s : e n f ,Duringthisautumn,aprojectlongplannedwasexecuted:thedistributionofofficial,

d o a n -engravedmembershipcardstoalllifemembers.Thesecards,asizeeasilycarriedinaniden-

, e d e d d s mtificationcase,haveprovedanattractiveandconvenientmethodofestablishingone'sclaim

o etomembership.Atleastonelargecitydepartmentstorehascashedpersonalchecksonthe

n f d .presentationofsaidcard.

a a s 5 sKappaKappamarks25years
OnMarch22,1947,KappaKappaatTempleUniversity,Philadelphia,celebrateditssilver

y h e f s r s g e y e .anniversarywithnineofitschartermembersamongthemanyalumnaereturning.
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