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e n f e s y d -Thedescriptionofthesorority'sjewelryandsym-

, n m s l f n ebolism,takenfrom"Baird'sManualofAmericanCollege

" s e s y h aFraternities,"providesthe"basicsbywhichAlpha
a a s f m e t f eSigmaAlphadistinguishesitselffromtherestofthe
k " e d s t y t eGreekworld."Theseoutwardsignsnotonlysetthe

y t m s f r , tsororityapartfrommembersofothersororities,but

r c g o s a a atheiresotericmeaningalsotiesAlphaSigmaAlpha
s .memberstogether.

l f a a s s t abAllofAlphaSigmaAlpha'ssymbolsrepresentaweb

f x d s t e e -ofcomplexinterrelatedmeaningsthatunitetheexperi-

s f e t o e t d . y wencesofthepasttothepresentandfuture.Theyallow

s o l e a a a y n aymemberstotelltheAlphaSigmaAlphastoryinaway
t r s e y f . Af -thatfarexceedsthecapabilityofwords.Abriefdiscus-

n f h s t e s s e tsionofeachshowsthatthesorority'ssymbolsarenot

y l n e t y s -merelyhistoricalinnaturebutcontemporarysignspro-

g t s d e .vidingpresentfocusandfuturedirection.

eThebadge
A r l o h a a a s eAfamiliarsymboltoeachAlphaSigmaAlphaisthe

. , t s a k l d h rbadge.Concretely,itisablackenamelshieldwithfour

d s n a d f wconcave-shapedcornersonabackgroundofyellow

. n t e d e y , ar d agold.Onitaredisplayedthesororityletters,astaranda

. t y e t h e y , e lcrown.Itmaybesetwiththesororityjewels,thepearl
d e .andtheruby.

e k s t e y e dTheGreeklettersdepictthesororitynameand
e s f e n o , , "thewordsoftheopenmotto"Aspire,Seek,Attain."
e r s e g t f s rThestarsymbolizestheunfailinglightofChrist'sstar
d h e , d e n stowardwhichweaspire,andthecrownrepresents
p .leadershipattained.

h f e r s f e n s sEachofthefourpointsofthepinremindsmembers

f e f e r : , , lofoneofthefouraims:physical,intellectual,spiritual
andsocialdevelopment.Beyondthephysicalrealityof

e d l m h e e s d s ethegoldmetalfromwhichthebadgeisfashionedisthe
t : e l f n m f dabstractmeaning:"Thebestowalofanemblemofgold

. s a l o e y f e r o e a...isatestimonialtotheabilityofthewearertobea
e f r d "sourceofpowerandlight."

e e s f eThebadgesetsoffthe
rwearer sas n daninitiated

. n n omember.Inadditionto
e l ,theseintellectualimages,

A A
e e y o ethebadgemayalsoevoke

x s dcomplexemotionsand
s f t -memoriesofpastexpe-
s r s sriencesformembersas

. t y d a a s f eindividuals.ItmayremindAlphaSigmaAlphasofthe

y e l g h y d rSantuaryDegreeritualduringwhichtheyreceivedtheir

, f e s f y t d n r s tbadge,ofthetearsofjoythatwelledintheireyesthat
, f e s f s d f e e sday,ofthehugsofsistersandoftheintensefriendships

y atheyhaveexperiencedsincethenthroughAlphaSigma

. r w s e e y e sAlpha.Fornewmembersthebadgemayevokethoughts
ofanticipationandfeelingsofhope.

s a hAsasymbolofthesorority,thebadgeistreatedwith
greatrespectandiswornontheleftovertheheart.It

s e t d s f e .embodiesthespiritandvaluesofthesorority.

rOtherbadges
e e f e w r s ay r dThebadgeofthenewmemberisatinysilvershield

t s e y s d t a-thatdisplaysthesororitylettersraisedagainstaconven-
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l n f e g . e t stionaldesignoftherisingsun.Thesunburstsignifies

e g s f e . A r wtheself-renewingpowersofthephoenix."Asilvernew

r n s ae f g r e gmemberpinsignifiesatimeoftestingforthesterling

s f d d "qualitiesofmindandheart."

a a a s o r s t yAlphaSigmaAlphahastwootherbadgesthatmay

e n y . Ad d n tbewornbynonmembers.Agoldcrown-shapedpinset

h r s s e e r e r swithfourpearlsisthebadgefortheMotherPatroness
r n . s r y e d n aorCrownDegree.Thishonormaybebestowedupona

n o s n e d t o e .personwhohasgiventimeandsupporttothesorority.

e x n n y e n o -ThePhoenixrecognitionpinmaybegiventomem-
s r s o e d e y n abersornonmemberswhohaveservedthesororityina

l . n r s f ae -specialway.Oftenchartermembersofacollegiatechap-

r e d h e x n .terarerecognizedwiththePhoenixrecognitionpin.

Thejewels
e s s e e l d e . eThesorority'sjewelsarethepearlandtheruby.The

l s n d h npearlrepresentsperfectionattainedthroughtribulation

d s n d s e l f e xandhasbeendesignatedasthejewelofthePhoenix
. e , g o e t , -Degree.Theruby,accordingtotheancientHindus,con-

s y m l l n e o rfersinvulnerabilityfromalleviluponthosewhowear

t d s s " t s e l f eitandsignifies"heart'sdesire."Itisthejewelofthe
d .initiatedmember.

e sThecolors

l e s e t g f l s ,Pearlwhiteistheperfectblendingofallcolorsand,

, s n o t . t stherefore,waschosentorepresentsisterhood.Thatis

y e g r g n e xwhythoseattendingorparticipatinginthePhoenix

e r y e s f e y eDegreeorSanctuaryDegreeritualsofthesororityare

d o r l "requiredtowear"allwhite"

, e e , s t f e e tCrimson,liketheruby,isreminiscentofthelovethat
s n r s . y sbindswomentogetherasmembers.Secondarycolors

f e y e m n d , h gofthesororityarepalmgreenandgold,bothdepicting

y .victoryachieved.

e s e d r n yThecolorsarecombinedforcertainsorority
:celebrations:

• n d : s•Crimsonandgreen:Christmas

• n d : s y•Greenandwhite:Herme'sDay

• n d : . s y•Crimsonandgold:St.Valentine'sDay

• n d : ' y•Greenandgold:Founders'Day

• e d : n f w s•Whiteandgold:installationofnewchapters
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e aTheinsignia

a a a s r . e r d eAlphaSigmaAlphahasfourinsignia.Thestarandthe

n e d n . . e m e s scrownaredescribedonp.345.Thepalmtreestandsas

e m f y t n n e ttheemblemofsturdydevelopmenteveninthemidst

f . e x s l s m sofadversity.Thephoenixhasseveralmeaningsfromits

k : d , r s , r e -Greekorigins:bloodred,orheart'scrimson,orthemusi-

l e r e d d f . g o -callyreorthefabledbirdofEgypt.AccordingtoHerodo-

, e x s ae d l d t dtus,thephoenixwasalargeandbeautifulbirdthatlived

n a d . n t s 0 s , t winIndiaandArabia.Whenitwas500yearsold,itflew
o t n d d s s h ctoMountLebanonandfilleditswingswitharomatic

. n t w o e e f e n n -spices.ThenitflewtothetempleofthesuninHeliopo-

, e t d f o h n e , y olis,whereitburneditselftodeathonthealtar,onlyto
e y d d e l n .risefullyrenewedandmorebeautifulthanbefore.

e a a a t f s s axTheAlphaSigmaAlphacoatofarmsbearsaphoenix

g m t s d d y anrisingfromlambentflamesandsurmountedbyacrown

f . e n h e d s eofgold.Theribbonbeneaththeshieldcarriesthe
n o , , "openmotto"Aspire,seek,attain."

e sTheflowers
e l r se r d e g r s eThefallfloweristheasterandthespringfloweristhe

. e y s n d s e rnarcissus.ThedaisyhasbeendesignatedastheMother

s .Patronessflower.

e , e eTheaster,whosename

s m e kcomesfromtheGreek
d g " swordmeaning"star,"is
d n e y nfoundininfinitevarietyin

y . n e , tmanylands.IntheEast,it
s d s e misregardedastheemblem

f n n eofhumanperfectionsince

t s n e s fitcomesinthefullnessof

e .theyear.
e s dThenarcissusreceived

s f e s - eVariationsofthenarcissus-the
s e m k l r l - y eitsnamefromGreekjonquilordaffodil-maybe

d .usedinterchangeably.
. e e smythology.Thetalewas
t n y e h o s o -aboutanincrediblyhandsomeyouthwhowassoenam-
oredbyhisownbeautythathecouldneithereatnor

p d oy d s e ne rsleepandsoardentlyworshippedhisimageintheriver

s t e d m . n e swatersthathediedfromexhaustion.Whenthenymphs

e o e s y r , y d y acametopreparehisbodyforburial,theyfoundonlya
e r n s .whiteflowerinhisplace.


